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From the CEO
Bonnet House Caretaker’s Cottage Gets Restored

     The original two story Caretaker’s Cottage was 
built in the early 1920’s. It housed the Caretaker 
and his family who lived on the Bonnet House 
property year round. Over the years additions and 
alterations were made. They included the one story 
building attached to the two story cottage as well as 
alterations to the original two story cottage.
   
Jefferson Lockett was the first Caretaker. He repre-
sented Mr. Birch in town. He referred to Mr. Birch 
as “Big Boss.” Mr. Birch considered him a “faith-
ful and dear friend.”

Dewey Hawkins who grew up on the property 
eventually became the caretaker, chauffer and over-
seer of Mr. Birch’s properties.

Frank West was a carpenter who worked on the 
Birch property. In 1929 he was named Superinten-
dent of Bonnet House and also performed work on 
the property that is now Birch State Park.

James Brunner started working for the Bartletts in 
1956. He worked there until the 1980s. He once 
shot two men who were trying to break in with a 
shotgun.

Larry Manny lived at Bonnet House after it was 
donated to the FTHP and opened for visitors. He 
was the last caretaker to live on the property.

Bonnet House was fortunate to secure a Special 
Category grant from the State of Florida which 
has allowed us to complete a number of resto-
rations. One of the buildings being restored back 
to its original 1920’s appearance is the Caretaker’s 
Cottage. Like any other building that is almost 100 
years old, various repair needs were discovered. 
The posts that hold up the upstairs porch needed to 
be replaced. The foundation footer on the first floor 
had to be replaced. The porch floor was rotted and 
will be replaced. All custom milled spindles had 
to be replaced on the railings and some siding that 
has been installed over the years was removed. The 
project should be completed by October.

Caretaker’s Cottage
Circa 1920



Qualified Charitable Distributions Made Permanent      

     In a win-
win vote for 
organizations 
like Bonnet 
House and 
many IRA 
holders, Con-
gress and the 

President agreed to make permanent the provision for 
Qualified Charitable Distributions with the passage 
of the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2016.  For 
several years, donors over 70½ who wished to make 
contributions from their IRAs rather than incurring 
income through required minimum distributions 
faced uncertainty as to whether or not the provision 
would be renewed.  There is no longer any doubt; the 
provision is now permanent.

Here’s how the provision works.  Once an IRA owner 
reaches 70½, he or she must begin taking withdraw-
als from the IRA.  These withdrawals are known as 
required minimum distributions, and the withdrawn 
money is subject to tax as ordinary income.  How-
ever, let’s say an IRA owner doesn’t really need the 
withdrawn funds.  The qualified charitable distribu-
tion allows the IRA owner to direct all or a portion 
of the required minimum distribution to a charity to 
avoid recognizing the withdrawal as income subject 
to taxation.  For many people over 70½, it may make 
sense for them to use this provision of the tax code to 
fulfil their charitable goals.  There is only one catch; 
the gift from the IRA must go directly to the charity.  
If the IRA custodian makes the gift payable to the do-
nor or even deposits the gift into a donor’s checking 
account, the gift won’t qualify as a charitable distri-
bution, and there is no way to reverse the error.

Several Bonnet House supporters have taken advan-
tage of the qualified charitable distribution in previ-
ous years.  If you are 70½ and are looking for a way 
to support Bonnet House, speak with your financial 
advisor to determine if this strategy makes sense for 
you.  You may also contact Director of Development, 
Patrick Shavloske for more information at 954-703-
2603 or at patrickshavloske@bonnethouse.org.

Join The Haller Foundation in Supporting 
Concerts Under the Stars

              

Bonnet House offers its sincere thanks to The Haller 
Foundation for becoming the presenting sponsor of 
our annual Concerts Under the Stars, Young Artist 
Music Series programs.  The foundation’s trustees 
hope that their gift will inspire others to sponsor the 
concerts and the preservation of Bonnet House.  Con-
tact Monica Estevez or Patrick Shavloske for more 
information on how to be a sponsor and receive VIP 
seating at these much-loved performances.

Florida Division of Cultural Affairs and Division of 
Historical Resources Support Bonnet House

     The Florida Divi-
sion of Cultural Affairs 
has awarded Bonnet 
House a program-
ming support grant of 
$92,726 for the 2016-
2017 fiscal year.  This 
grant will support the 
education programs 
at Bonnet House as well as tours and Bonnet House 
Fine Artist exhibits.  In addition, the Florida Division 
of Historical Resources has awarded Bonnet House 
a Special Category grant of $309,458.  Combined 
with a cash match of $155,000 from the Evelyn F. 
Bartlett Support Trust, this funding has allowed many 
long-deferred maintenance and repair projects to take 
place including extensive wood restoration, painting, 
and correcting severe structural deficiencies at the 
Caretaker’s Cottage.  Please take a moment to contact 
your state representative and senator to express your 
thanks for their support of grant programs in both the 
Division of Cultural Affairs and Division of Histori-
cal Resources.

Development News 
by Patrick Shavloske



The House of Refuge at Bonnet House
by Ruth Landini and Denyse Cunningham

     In 1876, the US Government extended the wel-
come arm of the U.S. Life-Saving Service down the 
long deserted southeast coast of Florida. Five stations 
called Houses of Refuge or Life Saving Stations were 
built approximately 25 miles apart. Construction of 
House Number Four in Fort Lauderdale was complet-
ed on April 24, 1876 and was situated near what is 
today Bonnet House Museum & Gardens. Its loca-
tion was on the main dune of the barrier island that 
is approximately four miles north of the New River 
Inlet. Archeological finds from that time have been 
discovered in the area and an old wellhead still exists 
at this location.

The houses were the homes of the keepers, as the 
men-in-charge of the houses were called and their 
families. They were required to go along the beach in 
both directions in search of castaways immediately 
after a storm. Keepers were not expected nor were 
they equipped to effect actual lifesaving, but merely 
were required to provide food, water and a dry bed 
for visitors and shipwrecked sailors who were lucky 
enough to have gained shore.

Prior to 1876 when the entire coast of Florida was 
windswept and infested with mosquitoes, fresh water 
was difficult to obtain. Most of the small settlements 
were on the mainland, and shipwrecked men had 
a fearful time in what was years later considered 
a “Tropical Paradise.” There was a desperate need 
for rescue facilities.  The problem was brought to a 
head during the hurricane of 1873 when a vessel was 
wrecked between Biscayne Bay and the New River. 
The ship was a total loss and the crew existed on

spoiled fish. The story of the hardship was told in the 
New York newspapers and reached the attention of 
government officials. The superintendent of the Life 
Saving Service immediately ordered the construction 
of the “houses of refuge” which included five houses 
built from St. Augustine to Miami.

Albert Blaisdell of Boston was appointed the archi-
tect. The houses were all alike: frame construction, 
one-story with loft. Three main rooms downstairs 
surrounded by an eight-foot-wide verandah on three 
sides and a narrow kitchen on the north side, win-
dows with screens and shutters but no glass, and a 
brick chimney in the kitchen for a cook stove. The 
keeper and his family lived downstairs; the loft, with 
a small window on each end was equipped with 
approximately 20 cots for castaways and visitors. 
Many sailors used to sleeping on the ship’s deck did 
not want to spend the night in the cramped second 
floor and would sleep out on the porch overlooking 
the water. There was an outhouse, a boathouse for the 
lifeboat and a large wooden elevated tank which held 

water. Each station cost about $3,000.

Washington Jenkins was a 25-year-old South Caro-
linian who left his farm on the New River to take the 
keeper’s post. According to the 1870 census, he had 
only one neighbor, Charles William Pierce, who later 
wrote a book Pioneer Life in Southeast Florida.
Edwin Bradley became the next keeper. After taking 
over the post he lost his 10-year-old daughter Flo-
ra, to a mysterious illness. Workmen engaged with 
repairing the station made a coffin and she was buried 
under a wide spreading sea grape tree. Today the 
location of Flora’s grave is unknown. Captain Dennis 

Hugh Taylor Birch Standing by the House of Refuge, c. 1902

House of Refuge as Coast Guard Base during WW I
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O’Neill was the keeper of the house in 1891 when 
the station was skidded a mile-and-a-half down the 
beach to where it was originally supposed to be. The 
New River Station was originally built in the wrong 
location because the lumber for its construction land-
ed in the wrong spot. It had been tossed overboard 
and the ship’s captain had misjudged the current and 
it lodged on the beach a mile north of the chosen site. 
The structure was then constructed where the timbers 
came ashore.  

The land where they built the first Fort Lauderdale 
House of Refuge was owned by Jacksonville attor-
ney Patrick A. Cunningham. Bonnet House property 
today is located on parts of two original “government 
lots.”  The 22-acre front lot (on which the actual 
house is today located) had been granted to Walter H. 
Martin of Tallahassee in 1884 by President Chester 
Allen Arthur.  Patrick Cunningham bought it from 
Martin in 1891 for $150 dollars, and when Cunning-
ham came south in 1891 to inspect his property he 
was surprised to see a structure on it.  He demanded 
the house be removed.

Because of the remoteness of the area it was difficult 
to get a bid to move the house.  It was accomplished 
by moving the structure down the beach on rollers 
spread across heavy timber tracks. Both the house 
and most of the chimney remained intact. The new 
site was located at the present site of the Bahia Mar 
Resort.

When contractor Samuel Drake built Bonnet House, 
some of the bricks of the old foundation of the House 
of Refuge were still in place. Archeologists found a 
pre-1900 orange brick during a 1988 survey of the 
estate. 

The house was taken over by the Coast Guard and 
used as a base during WW I. After the war it was 
used by the community as a center of recreational ac-
tivities and a site for numerous picnics and fish fries. 
It was damaged beyond repair by the 1926 hurricane.

Today there is a House of Refuge museum located in 
Stuart, Florida which can be visited year-round.  The 
House of Refuge at Gilbert’s Bar is the only remain-
ing House of Refuge. Built as one of ten along the 
east coast of Florida, it is the oldest structure in 

The House of Refuge (Cont’d)
by Ruth Landini and Denyse Cunningham

Martin County and is listed on the National Register 
of Historic Places. The historic structure has weath-
ered many storms and provided needed shelter for 
shipwreck survivors including those of the Georges 
Valentine, an Italian brigantine whose wreckage re-
mains just 100 yards off the rocky shoreline, provid-
ing an ideal dive site.  

The House of Refuge continues to withstand the test 
of time while offering a fascinating look at a bygone 
lifestyle along the sea.  

The museum today has been restored to showcase 
historical lifesaving equipment and the Keeper’s liv-
ing quarters as they were in 1904.

House of Refuge at Gilbert’s Bar



Bonnet House, Inc. Annual Report
July 2015 - June 2016

GIFTS OF CASH OR STOCK & 
ACTIVE PLEDGES

$100,000 or more
Anonymous
Broward County Cultural Division
Evelyn F. Bartlett Support Trust
Florida Division of Cultural Affairs
Florida Division of Historical Resources
William L. Fortune, Jr. and 
     Joseph D. Blakley
Jeanne Dawson Lalli

$50,000 to $99,999 
William Bock Fine Art, Inc.
Richard H. Fortune
JM Family Enterprises, Inc.

$25,000 to $49,999
Belmar Development Associates
Bonnet House Alliance

$10,000 to $24,999
A Alexander Events
Helen Ingham Foundation
Joseph J. Lalli Revocable Trust
Elisabeth Bartlett Sturges
Tripp Scott
William R. Watts Foundation, Inc.

$5,000 to $9,999
Community Foundation of Louisville
Fort Lauderdale Orchid Society, Inc.
Jock and Penny Fortune
Richard S. Ingham
Ralph and Diana Rau
Buck Schottland and Geri Manning
Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino
Larry Singer
Barbara and Fred Steinhardt
Stimpson Co. Inc.
The Haller Family Foundation
Larry “Peanuts” Wick

$2,500 to $4,999
Karen and Richard Beard
Greg Coble and C.B. Babcock
Chez Gourmet Catering, Inc.
Peter and Joan Fortune
Dave and Sue Hagen
William Hines
Jo Ann Hoffman
Kent Planck and Tony Pastucci

Patrick Shavloske and Mark Gerberding
Don Viny and Bob Cooper

$1,000 to $2,499
Anonymous
The Allstate Foundation
TJ and Bob Bedard
Paige and Jonathan Brody
Barbara Castell
Barbara Davis
Louise and Rudi Dill
Betty Douglas
The Dr. M. Lee Pearce Foundation, Inc.
Joe and Nora Dyke
Connie and Theo Folz
Ray and Betsy George
Patsy Hawkes
Timothy Hilton
Joe Sonken Charitable Trust
John Lafalce and Allen Freshler
Susan and Denis McQuillen
Samuel F. Morrison
May Muench
John Newton and Mowry Spencer
Northern Trust Bank of Florida
Mike Osceola and Brian Hill
Laura and Charles Palmer
PL & P Advertising
Herbert Reis and William Coffey
Par and Louise Sanda
Dr. Anthony and Dianna Silvagni
Roger A. Smith
George and Lee Sprague
Sondra St. Martin
Jim Stepp and Peter Zimmer
Stephen Thayer and Howard Terry
Tropic Cay Merrimac Beach Hotel
John Van Vorst and Virginia Zloczover
Gini Vyfvinkel
Weidman Family Fund of the 
     Community Foundation of Broward
Eric Bartlett Wentworth
Tom Woodham and Wilson Ellis

$500 to $999
AJ and Ellen Anderson 
Sheila Barry
George H. Billings
John E. Bird III
James M. Boren
George Castleman and 
     Yoshihiko Shigenari
Louis Cissone and Stephen Mayrosh

Theresa and Martin Cole
Jose and Mary Copeland Gonzalez
Mary Belle Cordell
Patricia D’Antonio
Ned Black and Carolyn Davis
Lori and Robert Devin
Ted Drum
Eddie B. & Company
EDSA
Electronic Door Lift, Inc. - Gate Masters
Ken Farley and David Hagerman
Denis Faucher and Gilbert Lanouette
Wendy Lee and Andrew Garthwaite
Marilyn Johansen
Kelly’s Landing
Betsy Kornowski
Judith H. Maus
Mariana Morris
Terry Arroyo Mulrooney
William B. O’Leary, Jr.
Oriental Rug Care
Osborne Roofing Company
Julie Pabst and Tim Ingham
Platinum Tents
Ann and Bob Powell
John R. Davis and Allan R. Rexinger
Louise Rossman
John and Lois Schmatz
Alice W. Smith

$250-$499
American Portable Air Conditioning
Alice E. Appel
C. W. Fischer Electric, Inc.
Sandy Casteel
Dr. Ernest and Mary Costantino
Warren Crane and Mark Smith
Jim Dunn
Paula and Joe Dziminski
Karen Eskesen
Janet Guardabassi
Susan Howell and William Gundlach
Richard and Sally Handley
Alicia Hernandez
Suzan P. Hinckley
Marcia E. Hirschy
Susan Lochrie
Hugh and Patricia McAndless
Mike Nucci Painting, Inc.
Larry Joe Miller
Linda Miller and Pat Curry
Tammy Seymour
Shen Yun Performing Arts

     The Board of Directors of Bonnet House extends its sincere thanks to the following individuals and orga-
nizations that have supported Bonnet House between July 1, 2015 and June 30, 2016 through pledges, cash 
gifts, and gifts of goods or services.   The museum would not be able to operate without these loyal benefactors.  
Thank you!
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Sharon Siegel
Barbara and Clifford Swenson
Alfredo Tamburrino
Dawn and William Trotter
Blair Updike
Dan Routhier and Jac Venza
W. A. Bentz, Inc.
Eric Zafran

$100 -$249
Aces Title Agency
Richard Adamick and 
     Albina Troshechkina
Gail Albohn
American Express Company
Grace Antonello
Lynn Atkinson and David Drucker
AVMED
Robert Beuret and Pauline Runkle
Trudy and Erik Bieck
James Black
Jerry Black
William Bock and Maria Sotolongo
Holly and Scott Bodenweber
Geri and Tom Braatz
Devereaux Eyler
Linda and Mark Bryan
David Buriak and Jim Chandler
Gale Butler
Margaret and Matt Callihan
Brian M. Cann
Joan D. Carino
Carol Carnemolla
Patrick V. Casali
Ray Chavez
Coastal States Organization, Inc.
Thomas Condon and Arthur Rubenstein
Carol Cullen
Lois De Blegiers
Richard Dexter and Anthony Smith
Barbara Dix
Ralph and Judy Doering
Marjorie Dorris and John Bower
George Douglas and Raymond Wieder
Dragonfly Expeditions
Lynn and Dolores Drayton
Jane L. Duff and Gordon Gelrod
Sandra and Grant Einhorn
Robert and Suki Eleuterio
Georgia Elfman
Ervin and Theodora Emery
Dianne Ennis
Event Bliss
Susan Everest
Susan Farnsworth
Thomas Farrell
Maria Faustova and Mikhail Kirsanov
Linda Fleischman and Robert Gardella
Florida International University 
     Board of Trustees
Nadine Floyd
Ralph and Susan Galdo
Alexander Ganago and Natalia Bruneau
Kathleen and Steve Ginestra

Renee and Richard Goldman
Milton T. Graves
Carrie Gregory and Michael Esterline
Grey Star
Tim Gupton and Brent Moore
Susan Gutman
Claudia Hafner and Douglas Wallick
Shannon and Paul Harrison
Chris and Kerry Harvey
Mary Harwood
Barry Herstein and Bjorn Andersson
Diane and Larry Holzenthaler
Timothy A. Hurst
Paula James and Andy Down
Julie and Kent Haeger
Patricia H. Kearson
Barbara Keith
Claudia Keller
Keller Williams Realty
Glenda Kelley
Marie Kennedy
Thomas O. King
Victoria Kirby
Fran Koerner
Koncept Events
Lambda Legal
Charles and Janet Langjahr
Carolyn and Wayne Lee
Dr. Leonard and Eleanore Levy
Theresa and Jack Levy
Brooke and Robert Lochrie
John and Carol Lucas
G. Robert Lucas
Edward E. Mackey
Domenick and Nina Maldari
Pamela Barry Matalon and Jack Matalon
Virginia McCormick
Shaw and Nancy McCutcheon
Kent McIntyre and John Tambasco
Rick McKenzie and Barbara Bartz
Tom and Jenna McManus
Ellen C. McNally
Laurie Mijares
Sue Nesbit
Rebecca Norwood
Ocean Wine & Spirits
Jessica and Fredric Olefson
June Page and William Goetz
Eric and Patricia Palson
Wingate Payne
Louise Proffer
Armando Quintos
Paul and Susan Regan Jr.
Peter and Jeanette Richtmyre
Rhonda Robitaille
Kerry Ross
Steve Rosser
Beth and Harrold Roy
Debbie Rubin
George and Rosalie Rusovick
John Sande and Richard Connolly
ScanSource
Franklin Schmidt
Melinda Schwartz

Dr. Pete and Nancy Seiler
Bunny and Don Sheffield
Eleanor Smith
Meredith S.S. Smith
Lee Anne and Jeff Snook
Craig Soules
Meg and John Spera
David Spilman and Eva Kapitany
Maria and Mario Spinaci
Peter Steinman
Haldi Svanberg
Karen Tenny and Tom Loring
James and Sandra Theriault
Tanya Tweeton
Daniel Matthew Voorhees and 
     Rita Laddbush
Isabel Walden
Tom and Ruth Ann Watkins
Dianne Webber and Teresa Eichler
Wilma and Richard Weidman
Carol and Harold Wheeler
Margo Wheet
Rose and Robert White
William H. Williams
John and Joan Wolfe
Brett and Mary Wood
James and Suzanne Wright
Hanna Zukoski

$1 -$99
Sara S. Adams
Nancy Ahl
Janet Ahlgren
Judy Akins
Reymund Alcordo and William Riopel
Debby Alexander
Sheila Alexander
Patty Allocca
Martha Amesbury
Pat R. Anderson
Roy Anderson and Anthony Schifano
Manuel Anton
Frank Archangelo
Cheryl Arena
Kathryn Arpin
Yumiko Asai
Beth Babb
Geri Bailey
Ed and Susanne Banks
Paul Bannerman and Claude Lagace
Galia Barlow
Kathleen and John Barrett
Rona Bartelstone
Elise W. Bartlett
Edward Bartley
Jeanne Bass Winston
Karin Batchelder
Phillip Bauder and Thomas Wersell
Robert Beal and Alan Landsberg
Shirley Beal
Virginia Becart
Mary Jo Bell and Byron Langenfass
Emilyn Bellavia
Anita Gayle Bennett

Annual Report July 2015 - June 2016 (cont’d)
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Mary Berg
Lilian and Mario Berkowitz
Donna Betz
Julius Bianchi and Richard Mach
Teresa Bieger
Ron Bitter and Ronae Bitter
David and Norma Blecker
Elise Bloch
Harold R. Blum, Jr.
Bruce Borger
Ronald Bourgeault
Gilles Bouvrette and Johanne Cote
Josephine Bowker
Anita D. Boyd
Mary Ellen and John Boyle
Kay Boynton
Linda Brand
Rick Brightman
Raymond and Alana Broady
Heather B. Brock
Helena Brody
Anne F. Brooks
Lori Brown
Margaret P. Buchholz
Francis Buckley
Peter and Lois Bundy
Rebecca and David Burka
Heidi Burkhardt
Charlotte Burman
Greg Burns
Dr. John and Idania Burns
Dr. Mary Butterfield
Kim Byham and Scott Helsel
Barrie Byron and Lorraine Shaw
Eugene Cain
Steve and Annette Caito
Jeannie and Jim Calaverne
Andrew T. Call
Carol B. Call
Alma Camphire
Gail and Alvin Capp
Donna and John Carbone
Teresa and Richard Carlson
Adriana Castillo Higgins
Andrea Cavallaro
Charles and Stacy Cerami
Kirsten L. Chapman
Ying Ying Chen
Amy and Michael Chiodo
Lynn Choudhury
Mark Christ
Kevin Christie
Catherine and Greg Chugranis
Ann Cilla
William and Theresa Claire
Beverly Clampett
Lisa Cohen
Janice Cohen
David and Holly Collins
Constance Commette
Lee Contini
Cherryl Cook
Rosa Corley
Maria Isabel and Luc  Cote

Jeannine Coursen
Christopher Couzens and James Miller
Roberta Cove
Elizabeth Cowdrey
Michael and Linda Cox
Margo Creelman
Veronica Cremers and Carmine Tuozzo
Graceanne and Frederick Creque
Lise Crevier
Nancy Cruz
Fran and John Custer
Owen and Nancy Cylke
Marie Darmanian
Patricia and David Daul
Marjorie and John Davanzo
Mimi H. Davis
Eleanor Davis
Randy Davis and Jake Biviano
Paul and Linda Debold
Elena and Jose Del Alamo
Diane Delorey
M. E. DePalma
Robert DeRoner
Shirley A. DeRosa-Newby
Helene Desloge
Henry Devona
Mickie and Bert Diclemente
Jeannette Dietrich
Terry Dolan
Sandy and George Dolan
Kate Donohue
Joan Doyle
Stephen Draft and Allen Peterson
Karen Dubane
Pete and Sue Dwyer
Elaine E. Dye
Annette R. Eaton
James Eberle and Herbert Bachmann
Jaime Ebright
Merle Eden
Janet Ellis
Jim Ellis
Gary Ellis
Susan Elsea
James Ewing
Sal and Rachel Falcone
Mary Beth Farrell
Catalina and Adriana Fazzano
Terry Feathers
Victoria Fedden
Raquel and Ray Ferrero Jr.
Geni Ferro
Rita Filbert
Barbara Fiorito
Candace Ford
Thomas Fortson and Shawnna Hampton
Louisa Foss
Stephen and Ann Foster
Travis Fowler
Ian Fraser
Thomas Fread
David and Connie Freund
Susan Fuhr
Justina Furey

Janith Gandy
Steve Gardner
Claire Garrett
Paul Gaston and Ron Kelso
Phyllis and James Geldbaugh
Deborah I. Gernert
Greg Gibson and Kira Leubner
Michele Gilligan
Anthony Ginsberg
Mary A. Giunta
Ginny Glenn
Charlotte and Glenne Glennkirke
Doris and Gene Goldman
Tatyana Goldverg and Phanor Viveros
Bruce Gottsch and Mike Walsh
Nadine and Matthew Graham
Ann Graves
Aleda and John Graziano
Donald L. Green
Deborah Greenstein
Cynthia Greer
Jerry and Susie Greger
John Gregory
Elizabeth Grieb
Richard Grillo and James Coughlin
Peter Grimm
Wayne and Maybin Grimm
Linda Groene and Martin Lesser
Evelyn Gross
Bonnie Gross
Jerry Grunt
Ligia and Ramon Guevara
Eleanor Haarmeyer
Paula and Jim Haliczer
Paula S. Hall
Sharon E. Hallam
Susanne Hamilton
Charlene Hamilton
Steve Hamlin and Asif Habib
James Harper
Patrick Harris and Wesley Walker
Jim and Linda Hatlan
Rudyard Heady and George Lucas
Ted and Barbara Hebert
Caroline Heckman
Grace Heising
Martha J. Heminger
George Herrgott and Mark Gutierrez
Paula Herschelman
Miriam Hershenson
William Hicks
Donald Hill and Jimmy Williams
Atha L. Hilliard
Paul Hoff and Charles Poole
Michael and Deanna Hoffman
Dennis Hoffman and James Kemblowski
Rick Hollis
John Holmes
Jennifer Honan
Elizabeth Hopwood
Elke G. Horky
Angela Horn
Carey Houghton
Carolyn and Harry House

Annual Report July 2015 - June 2016 (cont’d)
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Marti Howland
Sandy Huftalen
Richard L. Huitema and H. John Velasco
Suzanne Hurst
Christine Hussey
Sara Hutchings
Phillip Iannarelli
Kirk Imhof
Christine and Frank Immordino
John and Nancy Irvin
Diane Israel
Mary Jackson
Dean Barkley Jackson
Walter Jackson
Julia McTigue Jacobs
Julia and Craig Jaffa
Carol Jardine
Dane Jensen
Stephanie Johnson
John and Brenda Johnson
Monika Jones
Lindsay and David Jones
Andrea Jordan-Donohue
John Jors and Edward Hashek
Arden Kahlo and Stan Okin
Vicki Kantner
Tina Kapp
Peter Kaufman
Elynor Kazuk
David and Viv Keamy
Lee Kellogg
Terri and Michael Kelly
Margaret Kennedy
Josephine E. Kennedy
John Kenney and Mary Anderson Kenney
Brigitte Kimmich
William King and John Scheifel
Carol Kirkpatrick
Yoshi and Monika Kirsch
Peter and Jennifer Klein
Timothy and Becky Knapp
Stephen and Mary Knutson
Steven Kodsi
Trysch Koester
Mark Korell and Jane Mayberry
Ruth K. Korey
Dan Korte
Pam Kriegsmann and Ron Royce
Gail Krischer
Elaine Krupnick
Jill Kuehnert
Gwen Kunselman
John and Denise Lamberti
Christine Lambertus
Martin and Elanore Lampner
Cindy Lancione
Lorrie Landsberg
Kathryn Lant and Michael Hoehn
Linda and Hal Lapping
Andrea Larson and 
     William Kenneth Goosens
J. Harrison Lassiter
Abby Laughlin
Dr. Joseph S. Lavinio, Jr.

Anna LaViolette
Brian Law
Richard H. Lefebvre
Stephen Left
Robin and Patrick Lenihan
Joska Levy
David M. Lewis
Rivka and Dan Lieber
Peter Liszewski
Maxine Livingston
James Long
Toni Lord
Wendy Lotz
Elena Loughran
Tom Love and Rick McCollum
Terri Lull
James R. Lynch
Robert and Sandra Lynch
Iain Macarthur and Tony Latos
Scotty MacLeod
Gabriele Magdanz
Michael Maher
Victoria Maher
Roseann Maloney
Antoinette Mancuso
Barbara Manella
Diana Marchand
Judith Margolis
Mary Ann Marinello
Jean Marks
Phoenix Marks
Carol and Bill Markus
Marilyn Maroney
Ralph and Martha Marrinson
Timothy Martin
Russell Martin
Dianne and Louis Masiello
Beverly Matthews
Nicholle M. Maudlin
Nancy Mauro
Randolph Mayweather
Jeffrey McAuley
Diane McBrearty
Andrew McCaffrey
Sheldon McCartney
Susan M. McClellan
Christina McElhaney
Mark McElroy
Kay McFall
Lauren McGee
Maureen McGrath
Catherine McLaughlin
Douglas Meade
Kevin Melia
Marjorie Mellen
Julia Merrell
Sonia Mesa
Nick Meyer
Joan Mickelson
Amanda Miles
Georgianna Miles
MaryLou Miller
Pat B. Miller
Ted Miller

Alan Miller and Humberto Blakeslee
Michael Mills and Mark McGarth
Florence Miner
Mark Minor
Dawn Miranda-Fraser
Louis and Elaine Miressi
Marty Mitchell
Keith and Luanna Mitzner
Nancy A. Moening
Elissa Mogilefsky
Nancy Moller
Marjorie Montooth
Sue Block Moore
Ines Moorhouse
Daron Mori
Sandra Moritz
Kathryn and Thomas Morton
Sheila Moss
Peter Mote
Susan Mulhorn
Geri Murray
Nia Nakis
Harvey Naylor and Francis Miller
Luis Nelson and Volker Heiden
Vince Neradka
Mary R. Neyra
Hal Noble and Doug Peachy
Melbourne Noel
Carol Norman
Barbara Nothstein
Maureen Okerstrom
Marvin Olsen and Timothy Honquest
Nancy Olson
Mary O’Neil
Sue O’Neill and Dan Varner
Diane and Patrick Oser
Jane Palmisano
Helga Panfil
Jacira Paolino
Kathryn Pascale
Helene Pasternak and James Magyar
Carol Patten
Angelo Patterson
Lee and Sher Patterson
Ginger Pedersen
Janet Penca
Anthony Penfold
Doretta S. Penn
Ruby Pernot
Diane and Joseph Perrone
Linda and Larry Petersen
Joe Piergrossi Jr.
Mary Alice Pipkorn
Dawn and Stuart Podolnick
Carrie Porath
Barbara and Robert Porter
Shelly Powell
Brian Price and Paul Anagnostos
Ted Priebe
James and Leanne Ralph
Marilyn Ratliff
Richard Reavis and Cathryn Gardner
Thomas Rebek
Ditte and Jeremy Reifsnyder
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Jennifer Rezai
Ronald D. Risner
Pamela Roberts
Lillian P. Robertson
Denise Robison Mullen and Frank Mullen
Richard Rotman
Janis Rubel
Ethel Ruck
Christopher Rudman and Blaine Branchik
Mary Rumy
Svein Rust
Tricia Rutsis
Tricia Saad
Eliseo and Adinda Salazar
Kara and Ramsey Saleeby
Sylvia A. Sanders
Troy and Lisa Sanders
William Sandrik and Henry Smith
Gerri Sant
Vicky Santiesteban
Joan Sapik
David Saylor
Carol Scanlon-Goldberg and 
     Donald Goldberg
Gloria Schall
Linda and Charles Schaller
Ellie and Bernie Schinder
Coreen Schmidt
Daniel Schmeder and John Schobel V
John and Kathleen Schobel
Marlene Schotanus
Nancy and Donald Schreiber
Isabelle Schuette
Diane Schwartz
Sharon Schwartz
Irene Schyberger
Larry Scott and Frank Zurek
Anna Lea Seago
H. David and Barbara Seegul
Paula Seixas
Sandra Settlemire
Stephen Seu and Wayne Sullivan
Kathy and Guy Shampaine
Staci-lee Sherwood
Fred Shipman
Marilyn Showers and G Walsh
Steve and Rachel Sicherman
Barbara Signer
Ron Simmons and Chris McDougald
Joe Simons
Faustina Sindall
Karen Skinner
Ann Slack
Barbara and Richard Sloan
Robert Small and Gregory Taylor
Doris V. Smith
Mr. and Mrs. Hampden H. Smith
Dennis and Pat Smith
Raymond and Patricia Smith
Amy Smithee
Linda Solomon
Lynn Somol
Sally-Anne Southgate

Kevin Soyt and Richard Aronowitz
Rhea B. Spelman
Joseph Spinozzi
Louise Stahly
Patsy R. Staletovich
Gregory Stanford
William Staudenmayer
Carol Stauter
Dawn Stegelmann
Jay and Beverly Steinberg
Patricia Stejskal
Gina Stelnick
Vivien Sterghos
Robert Stolpe
Ned Stone
David Stowe
Robin Strauss
John and Mary Swanson
Denise and Ross Tannock
Michele and Raul Tapia
Thomas Taplinger
Clive Taylor
Susan Taylor
Molly Taylor
Warren Taylor
Stephen Taylor and Yvonne Nordseth
Carl Teich and Tom Daly
Holly and Steve Thibault
Eileen Thompson and Gene Panhorst
Karen and Thomas Thompson
Tom and Ellen Thurston
Karen Tondiglia
Elisa  Trapani
Jean Trebbi
Cindy Treece
Scott Trudell
Assunta Trunick
Nancy Turner
Randy Turner
C.L. and Cheryl Turner
William H. Tyre
Marianne and Bernard Ucko
James Van Camp and Patricia Swope
Maria C. Van Der Plas
Salomon Vasdias
Maureen Vaughan
Elaine Viets
Valerie Viglione
Thomas Vokes and Robert Hamilton
Theresa Voynik
Carolyn VunKannon
Wayne Waldeck and Lee Rector
John Walden
John Wallis and Robert Stanek
Sherry Walters
Janis Ward
Katherine Wasconis
Karen Webb
Marianne Weber
Jeff Weber and Tamera Joy-Weber
Brooke Weed
Dee Weiner
Russell and Joyce Wellinger
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Donn A. Wells
Barbara S. Wells
Sandra Welsh
Kathy Weston and Richard Friars
Bonnie and Bill Wettlaufer
Linda and Paul Whittle
Clay Wieland
Mary Wilcox
Richard Willard and Jon Nakagawa
Marvin Wilson
Emmy Wilson
Laraine Wilson
Virginia Winslow
Helen Wolfe
Mary Worth
Betty Young
Paul Zauner
James Zellers and Michael Wright
William W. Zimmer
Norma and John Zimmerman

HONORARY AND MEMORIAL 
GIFTS

In Memory of Barbara J. Gruber
 Carol and Harrold Wheeler

In Memory of Joseph Lalli
 Jeanne Dawson Lalli

In Memory of Paul Leathe
 Anne F. Brooks
 Linda Schaller

In Memory of Patty Lucas
 Betty Douglas

In Memory of Ted MacDonald
 Alfredo Tamburrino

In Honor of Ralph and Diana Rau
 Maria and Mario Spinaci

In Memory of Pamela Schreker
 Betty Douglas

Annual Report July 2015 - June 2016 (cont’d)

We strive to keep our records as accurate 
as possible. Please contact the develop-
ment office at (954) 703-2603 with any 
questions about how your gift is listed. 
You may also send an email to:
patrickshavloske@bonnethouse.org.

Mission
Bonnet House Museum & Gardens stew-
ards the legacy of the Bartlett and Birch 
families by preserving their historic estate 
and providing programming that nurtures 
creative expression, delights the senses, 
educates, and honors the natural environ-
ment.
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The Lily Pad
A Note From the Alliance President 
William Gundlach III
 Happy 30th Year as the Bonnet 

House Alliance!

     Welcome Bonnet House Alli-
ance members to another great 
year as the Community Am-
bassadors to the Bonnet House. 
This is indeed a very exciting 
time in our history.

We will have our first General 
Membership meeting on Oct 17th from 5:00pm to 
6:00 just before our Oktoberfest kick off. The Okto-
berfest which is celebrating Frederic Bartlett’s Bavar-
ian experiences will start at 6:00 and go until 8:00. 
The “Oktoberfest” 
is the return of a 
fun and festive fall 
event for the Bon-
net House and this 
year it will serve 
as a membership 
“Draft” for new 
members so invite 
friends and neighbors to enjoy the evening and learn 
about the Bonnet House. We will be serving bier, 
wine, brats and other German delights. There will be 
live music, dancing and fun.

Then on November 18th we will change costumes 
into our Great Gatsby Roaring 20’s attire and soi-

ree into the 
speakeasy for 
cocktails, food, 
Vegas style 
entertainment 
and fun. This is 
our Third An-
nual Speakeasy 
Soiree on the 
Bonnet House 

Veranda and if you thought it was great last year, it 
will be even better this year. So plan ahead and get 
your tickets now.

The Holiday Party will again be held at Lauderdale 
Yacht Club on Tuesday December 6th from 11:30 
until 2:00. The Club is beautifully decorated for the 
holidays which lends to a wonderful feeling at this 
special time of the year.

Last year we took a motor coach tour to Fairchild 
Tropical Botanical Gardens and this year to entice our 
traveling pleasure, we will be motor coaching south 
to Miami, all the while sipping mimosas, on our way 
to the James Deering Viscaya Estate Museum and 
Gardens for a grand tour and lunch while enjoying 
the beautiful architectural surroundings and gardens. 
This wonderful trip is from 9:00am to 3:00pm on Jan-
uary 30th 2017.

Entirely Entertaining 
XXII will be Monday 
February 27th 2017 
from 11:30am to 
2:00pm on the Bonnet 
House Veranda. This 
sell-out event features 
the most beautiful, 
whimsical and elegant 
table settings you have 
ever witnessed. Local 
artists and table de-
signers work all year 
to create their amazing 
tables to the delight of 
all who attend. The ta-
ble settings, the food, 
the wine and the wonderful social event is well worth 
the pleasure being at EEXXII.

We value each and every one of our volunteers. We 
need and desire your continued help, enthusiasm and 
support of our Bonnet House. Without you we could 
not exist. So, thank you for being members of the 
Bonnet House Alliance, because of you our ongoing 
success is assured.

I look forward to seeing and working with all of you 
this year.

Very Sincerely,
WGIII
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Mitchell’s Magical Day at Historic Bonnet House
               

Mitchell’s Magical 
Day at Historic Bon-
net House is a tale of 
historical fiction for 
intermediate readers 
(3rd - 5th grade). The 
book highlights sig-
nificant events that 
occurred on the Bon-
net House property 
from the early 1800’s 
through the turn of 
the 20th century. 

As a long-time Fort 
Lauderdale resident 
and school teacher, I 

have always had great interest in Bonnet House and 
its unique surroundings. Through this book, I wanted 
to bring the story of Bonnet House to life for young 
readers and pique their interest to learn more.

While on a 4th grade class field trip to Bonnet House, 
the protagonist, Mitchell, uses his Pop Pop’s ‘magi-
cal’ binoculars to transport himself into the past.

Suddenly, Mitch finds himself on the beach with ma-
rooned sailors from the wreck of the schooner, Alna, 
as they seek fresh water to survive. Guess where they 
find it? But, Mitch and the sailors are in danger... the 
Seminole Indian War is underway!  

Eventually, Mitchell refocuses on the Bonnet House 
tour and learns all about the property from tour guide, 
Linda. He decides to look through the magical bin-
oculars again and soon is talking with Hugh Taylor 
Birch and daughter, Helen. Not long after, he’s hav-
ing a conversation with Ed Hamilton, the Barefoot 
Mailman!

Mitch redirects his attention to his class tour - he 
finds the property so interesting! But, he’s drawn to 
take another look through the binoculars. He finds 
himself with Frederic and Evelyn Bartlett, discuss-
ing their keen interest and devotion to the house and 
property.

Tequestas, Seminoles, 
shipwrecking, the House 
of Refuge, the Birchs, 
the Bartletts and others, 
all brought to life in 
vivid focus. Mitchell’s 
Magical Day at Historic 
Bonnet House includes a 
collection of historic pho-
tographs, sure to capture 
the attention of readers of 
all ages! 

I hope you’ll enjoy read-
ing this story as much 
as I enjoyed writing it! 
Maybe you’ll see Mitch-
ell and me  as we visit 
schools across the county.

Education News 
by author & historian Bill Sydnor 

Cruisin’ Down the River
By Marlene Schotanus

Bonnet House has all the ingredients for a fun after-
noon--Carrie B Sightseeing Boat, historical facts, 
complimentary wine, and live music provided by the 
Gold Coast Banjo Band.

Join us November the 12th, 5-7 pm. Tickets available 
on line at www.bonnethouse.org/calendar



One of the features of the 
Bonnet House estate de-
signed by Frederic Bartlett 
is a decorative area with 
a non-functioning (hence 
“dry”) stone fountain located 
on the crest of the Secondary 
Dune. According to Evelyn 
Fortune Bartlett, Frederic 
purchased the center portion 
when a mansion in Palm 
Beach was being torn down. 

It is made of Italian marble and has become our most 
popular place for wedding ceremonies.

In 1942 Frederic designed the flanking pieces and 
assembled them to create the fountain as we know 

it today. The large spheres on top of the coral stone 
columns are also made of marble. Years of exposure 
to salt air has caused them to crack and the steel rod 
that held them in place rusted and expanded causing 
the marble base to crack and break into pieces.  One 
of the spheres detached and rolled onto the ground, 
nearly ending up in the Slough had it not been 
stopped by a palm tree!

Properly conserving and restoring 
both spheres is going to be an ex-
tremely costly endeavor. We have 
a quote from a reputable conser-
vator for $10,871. We welcome 
anyone wanting to assist with 
funding this important project. 

The “Dry” Fountain 
by Denyse Cunningham

The fountain in Palm Beach

The runaway sphere!

Frederic’s design for the Fountain

Bonnet House Museum & 
Gardens is quite possibly 
the perfect South Florida 
location for memorable 
wedding ceremonies and 
receptions. With its alluring 
tropical backdrop and en-
chanting oceanfront views, 
Bonnet House provided the 
awe-inspiring setting for the 
beautiful nuptials of Laura 
Beth Koffman and Willy 

DiStefano, expertly planned by Joni Scalzo of Your 
Special Day Certified Wedding Coordinators.

The happy Mrs. DiStefano stated, “The reason we 
picked the Bonnet House is because we wanted to 
be married outdoors in a garden – not on the beach, 
which so many outdoor venues are in Florida. We 
also were looking for a venue where we could have 
the ceremony and reception at the same place, but 
not in the same area. Finally, we wanted a place that 
would be intimate for both our guests and us. Bonnet 
House superbly met all the criteria. And the tropical 
gardens also were perfect to showcase my all time 
favorite flowers, orchids. Still to this day people are 
saying our wedding was the best they have ever been 
to.”

Whether you are planning a close and intimate gath-
ering or a grand and lavish affair, Bonnet House 
Museum & Gardens sets the scene for romance and 
timeless memories, with dramatic spaces, such as 
the Hibiscus Garden, fountain courtyard, water front 
veranda and tree-lined allee all providing memorable 
possibilities for a truly unforgettable wedding. Orig-
inally built in 1920, and embodying a unique combi-
nation of old-world charm and understated elegance, 
Bonnet House – listed on the National Register of 
Historic Places and declared a historic landmark by 
the City of Fort Lauderdale – exudes classic and 
eclectic taste, with artwork and decorative flourish-
es seen at every turn and an evident love for nature 
reflected in the beautifully manicured grounds sur-
rounding its 35-acre estate. 

For additional details, rental information or a tour, 
please contact Nicholle Maudlin, Events Manager, at 
954-703-2608 or at nichollemaudlin@bonnethouse.
org.

Weddings are Sensational at 
Bonnet House

Clay Wieland Photography
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ACTIVITES CALENDAR 2016 - 2017

To Register for Classes or Purchase Event Tickets visit BonnetHouse.org

CRUISING DOWN THE RIVER
Experience a cruise down the New River and 
learn about the history of Fort Lauderdale

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 12, 5:00PM
$45 Member/ $55 Non-members

For information visit bonnethouse.org
or call (954) 703-2614

ORCHID, GARDEN &
GOURMET FOOD FESTIVAL

Orchids, Exotics, Tropicals, Herbs, Fruit Trees, 
Garden Art, Gourmet Food, Libations and 
Much More

SATURDAY & SUNDAY
DECEMBER 3 & 4
9:00AM - 4:00PM

$12 Member
$15 Non-members

For information visit 
bonnethouse.org
or call (954) 703-2614

Featuring the 10th Annual Orchid & Exotic Plant Sale

ENTIRELY ENTERTAINING LUNCHEON

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 27
11:00AM - 2:00PM
An elegant luncheon with individualized 
table designs

For information visit bonnethouse.org/alliance

EVENTS

SPEAKEASY SOIREE

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 18, 6:00PM - 10:00PM
Roaring 20s Gala on the Veranda 

For information visit bonnethouse.org/alliance
JANUARY 19
FEBRUARY 16
MARCH 16
APRIL 6

Individual Tickets: $35-$45
For more information & tickets visit 
bonnethouse.org or call (954) 703-2614

CONCERTS UNDER THE STARS

MAKING NEW IMPRESSIONS
A JURIED ART EXHIBIT

THURSDAY, MARCH 9 at 6:00PM

Annual Juried Art Exhibit & Fundraiser
with a Lavish Opening Reception

Featuring artwork from Florida artists in a variety of 
media. Exhibition runs through May 1

For details visit 
bonnethouse.org 
or call (954) 703-2605



ACTIVITES CALENDAR 2016 - 2017 (Cont’d)

BIRDING CLASSES
SUNDAYS, 2:00PM - 5:00PM

OCTOBER 23
Ascend to Better Birding I
NOVEMBER 6
Ascend to Better Birding II
DECEMBER 11
Bird Behavior
JANUARY 8
Birding By Habitat
FEBRUARY 12
Birding By Ear
MARCH 19
Birding By Season
APRIL 8 - 9:00AM - 12:30PM
Green Cay/Wakadahachedee
Special Field Trip

CLASSES

$20 Members
$25 Non-members 
Cost is per class

WATERCOLOR WORKSHOPS

Creative Realism
6 WEEK SESSIONS

WEDNESDAYS, 
9:30AM - 12:30PM OR 1:00PM - 4:00PM
•  JANUARY 11  -  FEBRUARY 15
•  MARCH 1 - APRIL 5
 
$120 Members/$150 Non-members

Orchid Painting
2 DAY SESSION

FRIDAY & SATURDAY 
JANUARY 20 & 21
9:00AM - 3:00PM

$180 Members/$200 Non-members

Karen Eskesen

WORKSHOPS

LECTURE SERIES

WORKSHOPS (Cont’d)

BASKET WEAVING WORKSHOPS
I DAY SESSIONS
 
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 4
10:00AM - 2:00PM
Small Florida Basket
$90 Members/$105 Non-members

ACRYLIC WORKSHOPS
6 WEEK SESSIONS

THURSDAYS, 
9:30AM - 12:30PM OR 1:00PM - 4:00PM
•  JANUARY 12  -  FEBRUARY 16
•  MARCH 2 - APRIL 6
 
$120 Members/$150 Non-members

BONNET HOUSE FINE ARTIST EXHIBITION
JANUARY 12 - FEBRUARY 28

EXHIBITION

Opening Reception 
JANUARY 12, 6:00PM

To Register for Classes or Purchase Event Tickets visit BonnetHouse.org

George Rusovick




